H1STORY OF THY PARISH OF ST. ANTHORY.

HISTORY OF THE PARISH (F oT. ANTHORY.

Towards the clése of the year 1888, ihe Catuolic Church
receiveu its first impulse in Cpsper. The first train of the
Chicago and Northwe. ters Raillrond orousht with 1t &x. w. ¥.

Luni, aiforuin: him the position of Station-daster at Casper,

In the full of that same year, rs. iunn lunced here from

wissouri Valley, lova. They wore but a young couple and shortly
afterwarus their Iirst chil., the rirst Catholic _irl, =us born in
Casper. fTrue to their religious teachings, the porents coulu n.t
rest until their babe hau veen tlessed with the sacranent o:
Baptism. Accoruingly, they journeyea to tlx nearest station where a
priest wus localed. llence the bulbe, Theresa, was baptized in
Chciaron, Hebraska. It is interesting to note that 4r. ami krs.
~unhi, and their daughter, now ars. Arthur A. Scoulse, are still
residents of Causper.



“'To date, no priest had conducted services in Casper. 1In the
year X890, ¥r. Dunn, then a representative in Cheyenne, became &
close friend of Fr. Nugent &f Cheyenne, so when the second chilu waus
born to the vunn fauily, Fr. Nu ent journeyea to Casper an. buptlized
their son, Huygene.

pr&rda o the year 1890, now anu then, aﬂ additional
Catholic made Casper his ubade. 80 that wuring she yeaxrs 18%5H and
1896, ¥Fr. P. Brouhy masoe Casper a station, and occasionally said
Hass here. In no speciual building was Mass celebrated, up to
this time, someiimes in private homes, again in the City lall, ana
‘once in the ¥piscopal Church, be.ore the ediiice was fully
completed.

In 1897 a uetermined eifort was mace for the upbuilding of
Catholicity in vasper. House 1o house soliciting, capped by a
successinl bazanr, enthused Casper's pcople and led the Catholic
lacies, Mrs. John Trevett, kre. J. P. Bmith, #rs. #. ¥. ‘unn, Hiss
Julis knhoney, now ilirs. Jeremiah é&honey, anu klss Margaret
cionald, now lirve. Uscar Helstenu, et about the erection ol a
church, and accordingly Bishop Lenihan was consulied «nu later in
visiting Casper, he appolnted a builuin, committee who laid the f
foundatioen for the church prior fo ir. Kaatinu's'advent. It is
well to siate that all the lacies meniione. in connection with
this undertakin; are still residents of Casper, except irs. Trevett,
who now resides in California. Yoo, they are wll actively un_saged

in the Church's affair: anc eantinueusly have been membera uvi the
Altar and Rosary Socliety.



In 1798 the first resiuent pastor came in the person of
Fr. James Keating., He proceeded to caurry out the Bishop's
plans, relative to church builuing, 8o in tie same year he
called for bids, and the contract was let Lo iwr. Johm H. ‘revett
for 21650. The chirch was built on the corner opposite the
Hennin: Hotel, where the liednici Clothing Liore now stands, and
according to the abstract the properiy was procured from the
Towmsite Corporation, without any money congideration, an. the
g¢lrectors of suid corporation were /. ¥. iunn, John iamhoney and
Alec Butler.

The Catholic po ulntion of Casper showed o murked increo:o
throush the foctering of the sheep induuntry vy the jon. Fatrick
“ullivan. In oruer to protect his flockc and provide sheplerus an.
at the pame time 10 wlleviate he concitions of his relatives anc
fellow countrymen in Ireland, <r. Sulliven be,an the importstion
of his kin, stendily the nusber of Irish ami aceoruingly the
rumboer of Catholics increased in Casper, anc its viecinity, snd
thereby o new era in Catbelle woliere downed. The senerosity,
liverality, and loy:lty 0. the Irish roce s0 inkerent in lat
pevple, were trought Lo Casper anc from thelir indlux the comiort of
the cler.y armi the prosperiiy o1 the church iave been marked.
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The new church, the iirst ehurch, was a pride ond blessing
to the Catholic people anu at the sarw time & Louse 0f U0u and
a ploge 84 prayer. The accomplishment of ii was & great deed for
80 small 8 body of Catholies.

Bo permunent reslaence iac thus far been exected ior the
pastor. In 19061, however, plang were drswn {or & howme for the
new pastor, ilev. Ueorge Bryant, who oo been pnesly appeintec to
succeed Ir. Resting. 7The parish at this time was without a
pastor for zbout one year, and durdng the vacancy, & sick cull :
negecsitated Fr. Bryant®s visit to vssper, irom Cheyenne, where he
was assistant. Shortly afterwards, be woas aseigned the msetorate
of Casper by Rev. Hugh Cummiskey, Acministrator oi the - jocese,
taking: charge alseo of ou;las, sheatlund, Glendo, -lenrook and
dunrige, ooe micsions. +ith his own bancs, r. Bryant laberecd
sealously on the parish house and due %o his incefati able eziorts
the resldasnce became one of the finest homes in the city. The
house bully by *r. Bryant is now the resicence of  lser L. .eun,
having boeen moved from ite orisinal locntion to the place where
it now stands.

June 22, 1903 dutes the record of a new form of temporal
administration 1n the church of St. Anthony. uring the ep-
iscopate of Ht. Rev. Jusmes J. Koane, Bishop of  heyonme, cach
parish of the diocceses becume a sepurate corporution, and the
church of 5t. Anthony wae ineorperat.. with the felleowin. oirectors!
Rt, Rev. James J. Heane, DRishop, President; Hev. Hugh Cwusiskey
Ve Gy VYice~President; BRew., Ueorge Bryant, Pustoy, lanager; ,
Ex. Jolm ' . Sehulie, ecretary, anc »ir. John #. Trevett, Treasurers
The prevent board eof directlors ls: Rt. Rev. ¥F. 4. Mebovern,
Bishop, Fresicvent; Rev. John Hicholson, V. 0., VicesPresident;
Rev. John H. Hullin, Fastor, kamsger; 4r. Arthur A. Schulte,
Teerclary, asne ¥r. P. J. O'Connor, Treasurer.




upding o r. Fryuntts pastorate, Casper's rowth sae continual.
He prew anu expunded witii his people and becume a power nol undy
in the ¢hurch, but likewdse in civie affaire. Un account of the
incrense in the Cathelic numbers, (¥. "ryant resolved Lo erect a
larpar and more cormouiowus church, aps for it purciased lots rour

{4) =nd $ive (5) in block twentyenins (26), corner of #ocleott and
Seventh itreets, for a4 conslderation of .1600, the former cuners of
tie property veing ¥r. Bert Orchord an. Nise Catherine Hin. .
Howevar, this site wan nodt used for the church, but is still a;m
the poceseldon of the parish.




In Aug. 1915, to fill the vacancy causeu by Fr. 5 t*

1eav1ng the uiocemga, on aceountyaf ill h@ilth, Rzzfngages lcGee
Yasqappointed. Owing to sudden illness and operation, Fr. dcGee
Eieufef E?vember 2?,.1915. ~uring the time intervenin. between
gr.ﬁ%azee 8 dgatg and the appointment of a successor, ¥r. lsacore,
O. M. C., of ﬁoug;ae, was "Locum Tenens” and on Jec. 18, 1915

Rev. John H. Kullin, then pastor at Xeweastle, Wyomin., was t;ans«
ferred io take eharge of the parish of St. Anthony. o

By the time of Fr. Lullin's arrivel in Casper, the need of a
larger church wa imperative. J#ith the consent of the Bishop,
plans for a larger building were almost immediately undertaken.

In Dec. 1916, the old site on Center Street, including the realdence
opposite the Henning Hotel, was sold to Hessrs. Jeremiah kashoney
end Hichael J. Burke, for the sum of §22,500. The old church was
set on wheels Eay 1, 1917, and moved to the corner of Wolcott ana
seventh Streets, the site purchased in 1913, by Fr. Bryant. Lue

to many unexpected emer encies, occasioned by church meving,
services were not held in the old church again until Aug. 15, of
that same year, during which time the main floor of the house was
used for church purposes. After uisposing of the pastoral
residence, Fr. ¥ullin lived in temporary quarters built on the rear
a{ ghﬁ ehurch, until he proviued himeelf with rooms in the parish
club. -
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At the time the old church eite was s0ld, the new ehurch site
was purchased in lec. 1916, from Charles ¢. %arner, for the sum
of $4,750., it oceupying the northwest corner of Center and
Seventh Streets. The plans for the present edifice were drawn by
the local architect firm of Garbutt and Weldner, and the building
wan dope by the firm of ..onahoe and Selover. As it stands ihe
ghurch represents anm investment of $150,000. The building is of
brick, with a mottled tile roof, and of iime-stome trxim., A
sraceful campunile sets off the structure. The interior is siaple
and conducive to devotien. The woodwork is of Oak. The Altars
are of Carrara marble, executed under the supervision of the
Da Prato StudiesThe-mmin.ultar, is a gem of art, and is the
gift of the Altar-and the Roséry Soclety, and the Blessed Virgin'se
Altar is the gift of tiw-Messrs. Jobn and Peter Tobin, while
the Altar oif 3t. Joseph is the Lift of Hr. Patrick iullivan.
The shrines of St. Anthony and St. Patiick sre the gifts of Mr.
H, ¥. Purcell and Mr. %¥illism Swanton respecidvely, while the
altar rail is the -ift of the Schulte fanily. The magnificent
sangtuary lamp was given by the chilirer of the parish, and the
onyx eandle sticks were glven by Lr. and lirs. W. E. Adams, and the
brasa candle get by Lr. and ¥rs. Con {hea. The sanctuary windows
are the :iits of Hr. and ¥rs. Jeremiah Uahoney. The windows eof
the transept, the four :vangelists are the donatione of Mrs. H.
Blizeski, ¥r. J. ue Chaplein, Mr. #m. Kyne and ¥r. A. E. Biglin.
The rose window of the church is the gift of tb. c¢cheir. The
windows in the main purt of the church uepict the Annumciation,
the Visitation, the Agony in the Carden, the Crucifixion, the
Regurrection, ihe Ascension, and the Dlescent af the Holy Chest,
which were domated by the Following: Mr., anu drs. #. J. Foley:
Mr. and Ere. Angus, lkcPherson; Hr. and Ers. Patrick Burke, Mr. and
¥rg. ¥. J. Burke Uiss Klizaveth Hclonald; Lkre. John caley; Hr.
ond Hrs. . 4. Purcell; and the lessrs. !rec an. Thomas Villnave.,




The saeriﬁty windows wure donate. by J. ¥ Dingonbelmer; John &,
fobin; Jean ‘anlebert; liss Hargaret Barreti; wisc Slla Agiulre;
%fﬁ. . A. Hollaran; and fr. Bugene delarthy.

*he {ive windows in the shapel were the glits of Wr. %. A
Slater and Fr. ¥ullin's family. The Chapel is & distiged feature
af the ghurch, where caily dass iu cglebr&taﬁ. naod 1% has o capacitly
for tairtjwzi?a puﬂﬁl@c

Uther onations include tha harsh Bell, by e ﬁsightg of
Columbus; the Stations of the Crose by irs. Patrick Smullivan;
the pulpit by ir. anc dre, P. J. YConnor; the Confenuionnls by
The Anedent Urder Of Hiberniang; and Richard Tobin; the Luptismal
Fount, by ir. Joseph +imsatt; the Vestment Cose by &r. &, o
Henmning; tha &aastranee by ar. John Heery of Chicsge, and the
bhbliﬁ@ by Lrs. &. F, Zdnmonds.

_ Lata in 1913, the ¢orner stone of the new church was set by
Bishep icliovern, and Hev, #illiam O%Ayan ¢f —enver rreached the
sermon. The Chnrsh was dedicated Au ust 15, 1920, by At. Rev.

P. A Belovern, . ie., Blshop of - hﬂ}enne‘ 01 the imse, Huv.
Jomn Hs iﬁ&%iﬁ was celebrant, Rev. ﬁ fmires of Theérmsopolis wusz
descon and Yev. Thomos Holan, S. T. . 8 Uhicage, was subucagon,
Hev, James “teanson, of Umsha, ﬁaater of Ceremonica.
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