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From the  t ilne of "ather i,,ull- in! s assumin ; cha-rge o f  t h e  
Church of S t .  anthony, the  Ga tho l i c  popu l5 t ion  i n  t h e  O i l  F i e l d s  
grew s t e a d i l y .  The s p i r i t u a l  wants  of t h e s e  people w e r e  occas iona l -  
l y  a t t ended  t o  by F a t h e r  Mul l in  u n t i l  1923, when t h e  Bishop a s s i g n e d  . 
the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  t h e  Franc i scan  F a t h e r s  of i 

Douglas, who began t o  s a y  Uass once a  month, on an apppinted Sunday, 
and so cont inued u n t i l  th i s  charge was r e tu rned  t o  t h e  Church o f  
S t ,  Anthony, 

October 22, 1926, t h e  Fev. Thos, i *  O'Re i l l y ,  a s  newly 
orda ined  p r i e s t ,  was a s s igned  t o  C ~ s p e r  a s  A s s i s t a n t ,  thus making 
a t o t a l  of  t h r e e  ( 3 )  d iocesan  p r i e s t s  i n  Casper, t h e  Rev. John ii. 
Mul l in ,  P a s t o r ,  and t h e  Rev. John 10. Koreton and the  Rev. Thos. F. 
OfRei. l ly,  A s s i s t a n t s .  F a t h e r  h-oreton was des igna t ed  t o  look a f t e r  
t h e  O i l  P i e l d  l / i i ss ions  and immediately he began t o  say Masg eve ry  
Sunday a t  BZidwest, i n  t h e  Rec rea t i on  Bui lding,  which was placed a t  
t he  Churchls  d i s p o s a l  by t h e  c o u r t e s y  of t h e  Nidwest Ref ining Company. 



- -  - -  

E a t h e r  hioreton, under  t he  super3vis ion of Fa the r  ?:lullin, 
con t inued  t o  s e r v e  t h e  O i l  E ' i e lds ,  u n t i l  h i s  t r a n s f e r  t o  Rawlins, 
!'lyornin;;, A p r i l  29, 1927, and i n  Casper he was succeeded by t h e  Reb. 
Y!alter Nicholson,  who, u n t i l  t h i s  time of t r a n s f e r ,  was t h e  A s s i s t a n t  
i n  Kawlins. A f t e r  F a t h e r  Ijioreton's time, f o r  p e r i o d s  of t h r e e  months 
each,  t h e  A s s i s t a n t s  o f  Ca-sper a l t e r n a t e d  i n  a t t e n d i n p  t o  the O i l  
F i e l d  L:i  s s i o n s  . 

I n  o r d e r  t o  a f f o r d  ample room f o r  t h e  p a r o c h i a l  school  
tha t  was now contemplated,  Lot 5, i n  Block 38, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  
improvements thereon  l o c a t e d ,  was purchased from Ju l i a  liiusller f o r  
t h e  c a s h  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  F i f t y -F ive  Hundred D o l l a r s  ($5500.00!, 
and t h e  home thereon  became t h e  temporary r e s idence  of the  p a r i s h  
c l e r g y ,  



- 

Ear ly  i n  the  year  1927, nego t i a t ions  s e r e  entered i n t o  
w i t h  Leon C .  Goodrich, Archi tec t  of Casper, f o r  p lans  f o r  a pa roch ia l  
school. With the  completion of' s a t i s f a c t o r y  plans,  b ids  f o r  the  school  
cons t ruc t lon  were opened May 7, 1927, r e s u l t i n g  i n  the cont rac t  being 
awarded to  Carson and Schultz ,  l o c a l  con t rac to r s ,  f o r  the sum of 
Thirty-Five Thousand, Five -red Eighty Dol lars  ($35,580.00). 
The Plwnbing con t rac t  went t o  the J. Donohoe 
Plunfiing ~ 0 ,  f o r  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 7,384.00 
The Paln t ing  and Decorating was by E.G. Erickson 
and Sl2n a t  a cos t  of - - - _ - - - - . - - - - -  1,289095 
1,'Ihile add i t ions  and changes i n  p lans  cos t  an 
a d d i t i o n a l  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - 1,607.55 

Thus the  b u i l ?  ing ,  when f  ipished,  and completely furnished,  
c o s t  i n  t h e  neighborhood of $45,00,00, 



-- 

Gi3o9mc7 f o r  t h e  sc:lool b u i l d i n g  was broken hfng 11, 1927. IJo 
s p e c i a l  cefernony accompanied t h e  layin,;  of the co rne r  s tone ,  which was 
pu t  i n  p l ace  by F a t h e r  iiiullin, but  i t  was decided t o  have e l a b o r a t e  
cerer~ionies a t  t h e  time t,hat tile School mish t  be dedica ted .  

Cont ra ry  t o  t h e  b e l i e f  of' t h e  e n t i r e  c i t i z e n r y  of Casper, 
~ h o  could r A ~ t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  b u i l d i n g  oper t i t ions  could be completed 
i n  so s h o r t  a time as ,riven, the new school  b u i l d i n g  was ready  f o r  
occupancy i n  t ime t o  beg in  the terra of school*  



-- 
-- 

The solemn Dedicat ion o f  S t .  i'athonyt s Pa roch ia l  School 
took p lace ,  Sept. 10, 1927, w i t h  the  R t .  Rev. P a t r i c k  A. McGovern, D.D., 
Ois i~op of Cheyenne, o f f i c i a t i n g .  Zmrnediately a f t e r  the  ceremonies a t  
the  School, the  asserabled throng r e p a i r e d  t o  the  c h w c h  i n  n l i n e  o f  
march, headed by the  Casper ~an ld .  A t  the  church, the  3ishop de l ive red  
a most s c h o l a r l y  and. e r u d i t e  d i s c o u r s e  o f  C h r i s t i a n  Education, which 
was followed by P o n t i f i c a l  3enedic t ion .  

I n  the evening of b e d i c a t i o n  Day, a t  six, a sumptlcious banquet 
i n  honor of t h e  Bishop, v i s i t i n g  c l e r g y  and gues t ,  w a s  served a t  t h e  
Hennine i io te l ,  with -2dr.  ' 7 .  L, Connelly p r e s i d i n g  as toas tmas te r .  After  
t h e  d inner ,  t h e  following spoke on s u b j e c t s  v i t a l l y  a s soc i a t ed  w i t h  
educat ion:  



- -  - -- 

The Right  Reverend Sishop;  the  Very Rev. Aloysius Breen, S. J., 
P r e s i d e n t  of Regis  Col lege ,  Denver, Colo; t h e  Very Rev. Norbert  C. 
Hoff, P r e s i d e n t  of M t .  S t .  Char les  Col lege ,  Helena, Montana; and t h e  
Hon. Robert D. Carey, 

former f' ve rno r  of the S t a t e  of  lql:'goming. 

Thus was concluded a day of r e a l  p a r o c h i a l  c e l e b  a t i n g ,  that  
marked a new epoch i n  t h e  advance of Q a t h o l i c i t y  i n  t h e  oceaOI of 
Cheyenne, and f o r e t o l d  choice  b l e s s i n g s  f o r  t h e  C i t y  of  Casper. 



I n  o rde r  t h a t  the  S i s t e r s ,  who were t o  take charge of the  
School, n i g h t  be properly housed, i t  was decided t o  remodel the  two- 
s t o r y  dwelling s i t u a t e d  on Lot 4, Block 38, purchased by t h e  p a r i s h  /r 

i n  May, 1925. P lans  f o r  renodel in3  and adding t o  t h i s  house were C. 
per fec ted  by Leon C. Goodrich, Archi tec t ,  and the  b id  of Colby and 
Rong s t a d ,  Casper a u i l d e r s ,  amounting t o  $5975.00 was accepted. I n  
add i t ion  t o  the g e n e r a l  bui ld ing  and remodeling con t rac t ,  the plumbing 
and hea t ing  work was done by the  J. Donohoe Plumbing Co. a t  a  c o s t  of 
$1985.00. The Convent was completely furn ished  by the Chamberlin 
Furni ture  Co. Thus, when the Convent was ready f o r  occupancy, it?!&& 
h e u = & m l & l a + a f  approximately $12,000.00. 

The Convent, when completed, resu l ted  i n  an i d e a l  home f o r  
the S i s t e r s ,  inc luding  a l l  ord inary  conveniences found i n  a  Convent, 
no t  excepting a chapel. It was provided t h a t  each s i s t e r  should have 
an ind iv idua l  c e l l ,  i n  which was b u i l t  a  spacious c lo thes-c lose t  and 
each s leeping  room was equipped wi th  ho t  and cold running water. 



I t  was on Monday, Au:;ust 22, 1927, t h a t  the  S i s t e r s  of 
Char i ty  of the 3.V. bl. ( ~ubuque )  begun t o  a r r iveq ,  and by the time 
a l l  had come who were t o  l abor  i n  Casper, t h e  following were here t o  
begin the d i r e c t i n g  of S t .  Anthony's Pa roch ia l  School: 

S i s t e r  lhary Leandew, Superior ,  S i s t e r  Mary Timotl~y, S i s t e r  
Nary Aglae, S i s t e r  IvIary E the lbe r t ,  S i s t e r  Mary Demetria, S i s t e r  Mary 
Robert,  S i s t e r  Mary Camille and S i s t e r  burg St .  El izgbeth.  

On Ejlonday, September 11, 1927, the f S r s t  s i x  grades oi' the 
school were opened w l t h  a  t o t a l  enrollment of' 200. 



T h e  opening of the Sc'nool completed the  organiz&of t he  

? a r f s h  of' S t .  Anthony. E'rorn t h e  v e r y  outsMPB of his p a s t o r a t e ,  
F a t h e r  J4iullin had r a l i z e d  that  a school  was a b s o l u t e l y  necessary  
f o r  h i s  p a r i s h ,  and%var O i . 1  ke k e l p t i n  mind t h e  consummatingg of t h i s  
p r o j e c t .  The h e a r t y  co his  Bishop 
w a s  t h e  ch ie f  f a c t o r  

The Church of S t .  Anthony i s  a co rpo ra t i on ,  organized under  
t he  Laws of  t he  S t a t e  of  liryoming. I t s  d i r e c t o r a t e  i n c l u d e s  two (2 )  
lay-members, whose term of  off ' ice  i s  f o r  a per iod of two (2) y e a r s ,  
and t h e  e l e c t i o n  of l a y - d i r e c t o r s  came due i n  1927, From 1915 t o  1927, 
Messrs. P a t r i c k  OfConnor and A. A. Schu l t e  served a s  d i r e c t o r s ,  making 
t h e i r  t enu re  o f  o f f i c e  t o  cover s ix  (6 )  success ive  terms.  It was 
du r ing  t h e i r  incumbancy of o f f i c e  that most of t h e  Uhurcht s temporal  
advance took p l a c e ,  end hence, when an a d d i t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  program was 
p r o j e c t e d ,  they  p r e f e r r e d  t h a t  o t h e r s  should be s e l e c t e d  t o  succeed 
them as  d i r e c t o r s .  Accordingly,  a t  a r e g u l a r  meeting of t h e  &ard ,  

Anthony. 



- -  - 

Vith t h e  3 p e n i n  of the p a r o c h i a l  school  a  renewed s p i r i t  of 
r e l i g i o u - s  f e r v o r  and a & e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  p a r o c h i a l  m a t t e r s  were doon 
evf2enced throughout  t he  p a r i s h .  The nm'oerd of those r e c e i v i n g  t h e  
sacraments  p a d u a l l y  i nc rea sed  as d i d  the number$ a t t e n d i n g  d a i l y  Mass 
a s  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of '  t he  p a r o c h i a l  s choo l  brought i n t o  t h e i r  homes a 
deeper  xeaning and f u l l e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of t h e  our  h o l  f a i t h .  P a r i s h  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  now numer ica l ly  s t r o n g e r ,  became i n t e  d i v e l y  a c t i v e  
3-s %he a d u l t  members of' the  p a r 1  b e t t e r  r e a l i z e d  t he  b e n e f i t s  of 
c o r p o r a t e  a c t i o n .  Fami l ies  h i t h  0 u n i d e n t i f i e d  a s  B a t h o s c  warmly 
acknovrledged the  many b l e s s i n g s  t he  new school  had b r o u ~ h t ,  and when 
i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1928 e  bishop of  t he  d iocese  v i s i t e d  t h e  p a r i s h  
t he  l a r g e s t  c l a s s  i n  & h i s t o r y  ^f vrwas presen t ed  f o r  
conf i rmat ion ,  two hundred and f i v e  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  sacrament a t  t h e  
hands of His Exce l lency  P a t r i c k  A. IdcGovern, 

Deeming t h e  time rnost opportune t o  f u r t h e r  s t i m u l a t e  h i s  
f l o c k  t h e  p a s t o r  ar ranged f o r  a  miss ion .  I n  October 1928 F a t h e r s  
IGalloy and C o l l e n t i n e  of t he  Congregation of t h e  Holy Cross  came t o  
Casper f o r  a two-week miss ion  which proved produc t ive  of much 
s p i r i t u a l  good. 



a S'lith the  c l o s e  of' t h e  school  y e a r  i n  1990, S i s t e r  Mary 
LeandWf;J.V,Idi. completed he r  t h r e e  y e a r s  a s  supe r io r  of t he  convent. 
Her f a i l i n g  h e a l  h and advanced yea r s  made h e r  r e t i r e m e n t  from 4 a c t i v e  school  a  i s a b l e ,  Ii'rorn t h e  mother-house i n  Dubuque, Iowa, 
she con t lnues  t o  fo l low the  p r o g r e s s  of S t .  .Anthony's through 
the  y e a r s  t h a t  have followed with the  same lrindly i n t e r e s t .  Appoint- 
ed a s  t h e  new s u p e r i o r ,  S i s t e r  Mary Kyrean B.V.M. came t o  Casper i n  
August, 1930 , to  f u l f i l l  what proved t o  be he r  l a s t  assignment. 

-- -- 

On i i p r i l  2 6 t h  fo l lowing ,  the  bishop r e tu rned  t o  adminis te r  
t he  sacrament of conf i rmat ion  t o  a c l a s s  of one hundred-seventeen. 
Throushout t h e  y e a r s  of  Fa the r  E;ull in 's  p a s t o r a t e  he had been s ig -  
n a l l y  b l e s s e d  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  h e a l t h  and a robus t  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  
'linen, t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  ~ p r i l ,  1932 he was suddenly s t r i c k e n  whi le  en- 
r o u t e  t o  Casper from Chic o  @ l i t t l e  doubt was e n t e r t a i n e d  that  

i o n g  delayed.  A p r o t r a c t e d  i l l n e s s ,  his r e t u r n  t o  duty would4 
however, ensujed n e c e s s i t a t i n g  h is  absence from the  p a r i s h  dur ing  the  
summer of t h a t  year .  Returning i n  September much, handicapped by 
lameness, he n e v e r t h e l e s s  immediately resumed p a s t o r a l  c o n t r o l ,  



pp pp 

To d a t e  the  d iocese  of Cheyenne had no Ibyoming born p r i e s t s  
and when i n  Ju ly ,  1933, F a t h e r  Nicholson and Fa the r  OlHei l ly ,  as- 
s i s t a n t s ,  were ass igned  t o  p a s t o r a l  charge of Pine B l u f f s  and 
Monarch, r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  they viere succeeded by  Rev. Leo. Morgan, 
a n a t i v e  of Laramie, l2Iyoming) and Rev. Fred Kimmett, who, a l t noughb  o v a  
i n  Colorado, l i v e d  from chi lehood i n  Powell, 'lfyoming. Fa the r  Morgan 
remained b u t  a few months i n  Casper exchanging p l a c e s  i n  November 
w i t h  Rev. A. Crann, then  a s s i s t a n t  a t  Lander. Fa the r  Crann con- 
t i nued  i n  t h e  p a r i s h  u n t i l  t h e  fol lowing September when f o r  h e a l t h  
r ea sons  i t  m a s  found neces sa ry  t o  t a k e  an extended leave  of absence. 
A s s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  Fr. Crann, t h e  Rev. Nicholas  Endres,  r e t i r e d ,  came 
t o  Casper t o  remain u n t i l  June, 1936. 

- -- - - 

During the  W n t e r  of 1936-6, a recur rence  of Fa the r  M u l l i n ' s  
i l l n e s s  proved l e s s  amenable t o  t rea tment  t han  did  t he  o r i g i n a l  at-  
t a c k  and i n  May, 1936, t h e  b e t t e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of pa roch in l  a f f a i r s  
t o  which he no longe r  found himself  equal ,  urged h i  t o  r e  ice from 
the  p a s t o r a t e  of S t .  Anthony's which he had o c c u p i R &  twenty 
y e a r s .  A former a s s i s t a n t  and now p a s t o r  of Yonarch was appointed 
by His  Excel lency t o  h , u p a s ~ ; l ~  t ake  charge of the  Casper pa r i sh .  
Assuming h i s  new d u t i e s  and g r e a t e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  on &lay 14th ,  1936, 
F a t h e r  0 ' E e i l l y  immediately s e t  about f a m i l i a r i z i n g  himself  w i t h  
p a r o c h i a l  m a t t e r s  demanding immediate a t t e n t i o n .  



With t h e  appointment of Fa the r  Kimmett as p a s t o r  of 
IJonarch and t h e  depa r tu re  of' Fa the r  Endres who r e t i r e d  from the  
a c t i v e  m i n i s t r y  dur ing  t h e  summer, t h e  yea r  1936 sav a complete 
change o f  p a s t o r  and a s s i s t a n t s  i n  Casper; a new p a s t o r  and a new 
a s s i s t a n t ,  t he  l a t t e r  be ing  Rev. F r a n c i s  T. Penny of Rochester New 
York, r e c e n t l y  ordained f o r  t h e  d iocese  of Cheyenne. 

A S  chap la in  t o  the  convent dur ing  h i s  y e a r s  a s  a s s i s t n a t  
i n  Casper, F a t h e r  O 'Re i l l y  liad oppor tun i ty  t o  observe the  excel ' fent  
r e l i g i o u s  s p i r i t  which  characterize^ the S i s t e r s  of Cha r i t y  of t h e  
Blessed Vi rg in  Mary. It devolved upon him, too ,  dur ing  the  yea r s  of 
F a t h e r  I i u l l i n l  s i l l n e s s  t o  f r e q u e n t l y  c o n s u l t  t h e  supe r io r  i n  m a t t e r s  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  c o o l  admin i s t r a t i on .  It was t h e r e f o r e  w i t h  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  p o i y n a n e e  nwet o f f i c i a t d a t  the  f u n e r a l  obsequies of S i s t e r  
Mary Kyrean 3.V.14, who succumbed t o  pneumonia w i t h i n  a week a f t e r  his 
a r r i v a l .  This  f i r s t  d e a t h  amongst t h e  staff  o f  S t .  Anthony's school  
occasioned much sorrow as p a r e n t s  and c h i l d r e n  mourned the  demise 
of one they  had lea rned  t o  love and admire dur ing  the  six y e a r s  of 
h e r  Casper admini s t ra t  ion ,  

H 



-- - - 
On ~ay38,y  1 9 3 7 , t h e b f s h o p  confirmed a c l a s so fTne-hundred  

eighty-seven, Due l a r z e l y  to the  Alcova Dam cons t ruc t ion  ahd the 
opening of seve ra l  branch o f f i c e s  of E'ederal departments, there  was 
a not iceable  increase i n  t h e  c i t y  population wi th  a)proportionate in- 
c rease  i n  t h e  communicants of  the  par i sh .  Sunday Masses were uncom- 
f o r t a b l y  overcrowded u n t i l  the add i t ion  oi' a f o u r t h  Ivlass, This  was 
made poss ib le  by the  appointment of a second a s s i s t a a t  i n  June, 1937. 
Upon the  t r a n s f e r  of Fa the r  Penney t o  Lander i n  June, 1937, the bishop 
assigned two members of the  Congregation of the Precious Blood t o  
Casper, These remained one year  being replaced i n  June, 1938 by the 
newly ordained Fa the r s  NcCarthy and Father  Leiker l ikewise members of 
the  Precious i3lood Congregation, I n  November of the same year Fa ther  
Leiker  was r e c a l l e d ,  being replaced by Rev, Car l  Gates, 

- -  

A t  the c l o s e  of the calendar year 1938 the p a r i s h  coGinues 
a s  hea l thy  a c t i v e  u n i t  In the  church, Four Masses a re  said every 
Sunday i n  the p a r i s h  church while one a s s i s t a n t  ce leb ra tes  the Holy 
S a c r i f i c e  i n  Midwest f o r  the e a t h o l i c  r e s i d e n t s  of the o i l - f i e l d  
community, During t h e  year  1938 the re  were eighty-two baptisms 
and twenty-four marriages performed i n  the p a r i s h ,  

'!'he number of chil-dren a t t end ing  t h e  narochial schogl 
(8  qrades) 193H-39 was 333. 

The net deb t  on a l l  t h e  church nroqerty when Rev. 'innemas 
CTReilln took charge i n  May,l936 was $101,000.00; by Jan.,1940 t h i s  
had been reduced ts 

St. Patrick's
Note
{Missing}


