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The firpt priest known to have come through vourlas, #yo.,
and vicinity was Father Patrick Brophy. In a letier receivec
from him he writes:

1 visiteu Louglas in June, 1887, and Mass wan celebratea for
the first itime in louglas on Junday, Juce 5, 1887, in a public
hall in the western part of town. It was the end of the roadc at
that time. 1 also said Mass at 0ld Jort Fetlerman, s little west
of Touglas, on this occasion. The fort was then bvein, dismentlco

There was a falr number of ‘athelics at louzlas, mostly
transients who later moved west or east a ain ss escitement sube
sided.

"When 1 was preaching the first tundiay & shori-handled heavy
ax came flying through the door. The congregation became exciied
antd was going to sdminister treatment, The poor if«llow ums on
his way home to hisg dugout in a sandhill further west. This was
a form of salutation in those 'wet early days' in Douglas.

"I visitec Douglas again in August, 1887, and said Mass in
thie same hall. Then in October, wWyomin, became & diocess. ,
luring the first interregnum, I visited alon. ithe line sgain and
used to say Mass in Lusk, Uouglas, Glenuo, (lenrock and Casper.
Agalin during the second interrepnum. Hy last trip was in 1896,
s little while before the arrival of Bishop Lenihan, when I was
transferred from Korthwest Hebraske to Northeast Meuraska, On
- this last trip to Pouglas, I found no atholics theise anu the
town looked like Golusmith's leseried Village.®

There wore several Fathers who visited the peeople of ilouglas
and vicinity from the time of Father Brophy o the time of sather
James Keating. Among them were FPathers James Ahern, oi Omaba,
James Hugent, Guinn ano Filtzgerald. These rathers journeyed to
Douglas from Cheyenne about once a year.

, In June, 1893, Rt. Rev. Thomas . Leniabn coniirmeu the four
O0'Brian girls, Margaret -ergusen anc william Henry, in the olc
Town Hall, then situatec on Thir. anu Uenter Btreeis.

In the early fall of the same year, Father James Keating
attended Louglas repularly irom Casper. The same year he ervcted
a colfortablelliitle chureh on ifth and ‘ecar streets. The
sotal cost oi this churel was $876.45. 7The lust payment on tiue
church was mace in 1901.

burin, rather Keating's time, Father I nstius Lissner, & ZBhit
Hhilte Father from Africa, visiteuw relatives in lvourlas. While
heye, Yather Lissner atten.ed to the syiritusl neeus of tlie
Catholics. Yelore returnin, to his missionary work, he presented



the chureh a ;0ld chnlice as o rememirsance of his visit.

 In November, 1908, Father George brysnt being in clarge at
Casper, visited .ouglus regularly ws Fether hoatin, bad done.
In the sprin, of 1905, Father Dryant succueded in preparing &
a%m%s for confirmation, Nt. Hev. James John Keane cenfirme. the
clang, ~

The Bi. Hev. Bishop, sesing it neceseary to siation & priest
at Douglos, procured the servioes oi imnther Neil Premnan, whu
wighin: te iree himself irom bis chapleiney at ¥ort Hebinuon,
offerea his services to the Ty. Jev. Sdshop Leape, He was the
firet priest ctationed st Jou lss, slthoush he rempinud here
only # few munbhs.

Tosa.a the enc of the year 1909, Father Il nailus erna,
O, H. C., mace his appearance in Leuglas. Havin, been sent lor
the purpose of ercoting a new church s & recloxy, he wpB Very
gsalous in the work. @ vas noi loen, in welectin, a new alie for
the church and rectory. The site was the wo soulhessil 1016 on
Fifth and Tl Btrects. This property was jurcinsed legether with
& soveneroom house, from larzyy LeBar, for 4,000, iu o tober,
1910. Soon aftey the old church was solc o veiray some of tL.e
expenses. bass wos then sald in one 0 the ropms of tihe house,
known s the Chapel. On Sunumys, beclies an saxrly -ass in the '
house, & lete Hose wes read im the Led e of tiw Unity Tenpie.

®

it. Rev. bishop Hoane spproved of tue Parish oi St. Janes,
tosether with several misslons, on Jegonber 1é, 1010, and Lhe
gious wonfirmed this on .ecember 1,

snored com re ation of rel
191i.

A% & ve.ulsr veeiing on July I, 1912, lhe wuard of GArugle
ore, composes of lev. I patius Terna, U. Ee Ce ciohae) Ronry
smG Joseph un, phBgcd 8 resolution et tie alirecuors ol Lhe
church suthorize o mote of 15,000 Lo e lubued 10r Lue Ppurples
of erceiin, & chevch builuing on the let in wluck 18

k152

Aboub the came time, Jatbey Jomatlus erceies & frame euuxrch
vullaing st Lusk, 9y0., anc namoo it Yte leo's Chereh in honer of
Yery lev. Leo Oreulich, Frovingial of tie Einor :enveniusls. The
gontract pricve mee $1,030. The windows cowl X85,

*he layin. of &he cornersgione {0¥ the new churds etk place
on Sunday, Uctober 14, 1918, at 2140 pe 5 Ré. tev. Bishep V. A
BeGovern, oving to illnes: was unshle t0 come unu thureiois
compsissiones ather I natiue Dernma, 0. ¥. $., L0 perfeam e
seremony. 4 concert of sacred muedc wae civen Ly the Thirxg He de-
ment Band, H. (., of ®yoming. A large orowd ol roprereninilve
citivens wiincssou the ceresmeny. An eleguent alscourss wag
aelivered by the pustor, the tdtle belm, "The True Churelie ™
Those present vere ¥athess Ignatius, (e Mo L, veor e Siyunb,
Jomnes, . Ve Tey oang lominde, O. He v

o The wvolus 01 the properiy wt Couglas in July, 181U, wwe
53,500, Yor lots 1 oand B, Slock 6, am shere oae o31,800. in Lo




bank at the i{ime, making a tetal valuation of (3,45858. The
value of the property, however, on Januaryl, 191%, was §1,500.
for lets 1 and 2, in blocgk 6; convent and lot for church,
£4,200; lot purchased during 1911 was 5700, and furnishings of
convant, chapel§. etc., $900; making a total of $7,300.

“The total debt at the time was §2,761; subirscted from the
valuation tinere s£till remained $4,359. The mew church was
estimated to cost about §8,000. :

""" The cost of the building curing the year 1912 was $6,618.19.
. The total ameunt of liabilities on January 1, 1913, was e

$9,263.64. 8ince the latter date the Fathers succesded in pay=
ing off at least $1,000 each year, excepting the year of 1914,
when & sieam heating plant both foer house ana church was in~
stalled at & cost of $940, plus the freight, under the super-

- vision of Father James, O, Hs C., On January 1, 1915, the total
~ . value of the five lots, church, house, and furnishings, was

- considered to be $18,000. -

In Hay, 1913, the board of dipectors again passed a resolut~
ion to borrow money, this time from the Uliocese of Cheyenue, to
‘the amount of $2,000, at 6 per cent interest, for one year, in
order to make final payment on outstanding bills ageinat the new
church building., '

_ The church at Lusk., Wyo., was dedicated on iHay 30, 1913,
by Rt., Rev. P. A. MeGovern, and the Sacrament of Confirmation
- wasg administered the same duy. '

2 The church at Jougleas was dedicated June 1, 1915, by Bishop
leGovern., A Bolemn Hightinss was sung and the church was crowd-
ed.  The Bishop preached on this occasion. Father James was
celebrant, ¥ather Ignatiue subsdeacon, Father Uominic deacon.

Pather Isnatius left for Uticea, N. Y. on September 23, 1913,
being called thefe by the Very Rev. Father Provinecial. On Sept.
23, 1913, Father vominic took sick. He died October 6, 1913 well
fortified with the lust Sscraments. A folemn Hi h Hass was sung
for the repose of his soul. He was orcained in Cheyenne by Bt.
Rev, James J. Keane, Fevruary 10, 1011.

Being tubercular, Father Igmatius O. M. C., had littls hope
of recovery. “he climate in the east wid noi improve his health.
Even before departing from Douglas he could noi speak aboge a
whisper. On February ¢, 1914, he breathed his last in Cyracuse,
gl Yk .

The openiny of the year 1915 finus the lieverand Jemes Hermes
in charge of the Hissions entrusied 1o the care of the rranciscan
Fathers in the State of Wyoming, ably assisted by the Rev.
Fathers lsidore snu Eatthiss. Fr. James remainec in charg®e wuwal
the year 1916, when in Ocilober of that year he was ordered by his
 Provineisl to report for duty in ¥roken iow, Nebraska, at the
same time taking with him us his Assistant, sr. Eatthius.
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